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YELLOW DEVIL STARVES TONIGHT! 23

behind his back and was sitting astride
of him, gripping him tightly between his
knees. Ford was coming out of it, begin-
ning to squirm, big legs and feet kicking,
a man still dangerous, still apt to get up
and do terrible things. Mohawk swore
at him.

“Take it easy, damn it, Pete!” He
tightened the big arms upward, pinching
him with his knees, going to hold him or
crush his ribs. “It’s all over now—and
they’re not coming back!”

“But—but they will come back!”
snarled and gasped Ford when he could

t his breath, in great gulping and snort-
ing sounds. “Rats like ’em always will as
long as there’s some dirtier rat around to
back their play with the law! Let me up,
Dave! Gawdamnit, you've just about
busted my jaw!”

“You can get up if you'll behave your-
self, Pete!” Mohawk gave his arms an-
other painful push up his back. “I don’t
want to hurt you, but you're not running
everything here. You're dragging in your
bloc;dy fighting horns and listening to
me ”

“D:dn t aim to fly off so hell-sudden,
Dave.” Ford was half-apologetic. “Maybe
I've seen too many of these low-browed,
bull-necked things in these towns, half
the time their slimy wimmin out with 'em
screamin’ their dirty lungs out. I'd kill
one of them as quick as I'd kill 2 man an’
stomp her teeth an’ face down her throat.
She's just as low-gutted, just as rotten.
The lowest she-male lice—"

“All right, Pete, all right!” Mohawk
was finally shutting him up, gradually re-
leasing his fierce holds on him, a still
trembling, still dangerous man. “We've
fOt work here to do, and there’ll be fight-

ng ahead of us—dirty fighting.”

E HAD him back to work a few
minutes later, but he was watching
him. Ford was now a man getting rid
of some of his blazing fury on the heavy
bales and boxes, pawing ltjf:em out of the
ends of wagons and carrying them inside
the old houses, many of them so heavy
three or four men should have tackled
the job. Muttering, ire still holding, he
was working like a beast in a frenzy when
the last wagon was unloaded.
Buckshot Bill Driver came up now,

grinning through his big red beard and
spitting tobacco juice.

“We’ll handle the rest of ’er, Dave.”
He glanced around, one of the hackling,
trouble-making mob left. “There’s enough
people here to tear the town apart if they
start on us. Folks have to eat, an’, by
Gawd, we’re goin’ to feed 'em at decent
prices, an’ damn the would-be law bein’
on the other side an’ square agin us. Yuh
watch the trail. That’s a dangerous trail,
an’ it’s right where they’re gonna try to
get even with yuh. They ain’t quit. Hell,
they ain’t yet started to fight yuh! Gangs
like this are the same the world over—
gutless, sneaky, willin’ to do anything if
it's cowardly and dirty.”

The wagons were rolling out and back
down the street a short time later. Swing-
ing on back to the east bank of the river,
darkness was pooling around them when
they started going into camp, but they
were far from being alone here. Camp
fires of the gold-seekers burmed up and
down the river, gangs of people keeping
in bunches and strings for mutual protec-
tion were coming back with loads of su
plies hastily doled out by Buckshot Bill
Driver and Rip Chandler, everybody hap-
py now that prices of the necessities of life
itself had suddenly been brought down to
where the common people coufd buy them.
But after supper even with people they
could trust all around them it was like a
wagon camp in hostile Indian country,
alert men standing guard over the freight-
ers and cattle like sentries around a battle-
camp.

Before dawn they were stirring, morn-
ing fires springing into bcu? up and down
the banks of the river. le che«ed
them at sunrise as the trmn,
empty this time, came out of its clrcle aod
headed eastward across the basin, tall out-
bound wagons over the dangerous trail
for Indian Vall?' and another great load
of supplies and food for the hard-pressed

miners.

Dlelsplte the cheers many people stared
at these long-swaying canvas tops and
stnnged yokes of cattle as far as they
could see them among the queer-shaped
knolls. Many men and women were con-
vinced beyond any hint of doubt that they
were watching them roll away to certain

doom.







































































































































SANTA CLAUS OF
BITTER CREEK

_y;'"p He peeped in to find the
2 boy and his mother deco-
rating the tree.

HRISTMAS EVE on the Bitter
Creek range found a grim-lipped
stranger loping steadily through
the deepening snow toward Hill City—and
escape. He was a tall man, under thirty,
with dark hungry eyes burning out of a

Christmas Eve is no time to be out lean brown face.
buntl 4 I - $ Rounding a sharp corner in the trail,
NRTING STrays—=uniass youre o srray. i rangy black mare almost knocked
yourself. . . . down a small figure plodding determined-

ly through the drifts.

“Hi there, Bud!” called the rider, his
























BUCKSKIN

There must have been several hundred howling savages.

* *

Trail-blazer Leonard was so itchy for
trouble—he stirred up a nest of

arrow-slinging hornets.

76

LOBO

HE name of Zenas Leonard, moun-
tain man, author and pioneer trader,
may not be too familiar to Western
readers, but he had a very prominent role
in the winning of the West.

He was born in Clearfield, Pa., in 1809,
the same year that Abraham Lincoln was
born, and he died in the year the Great
Emancipator was first elected Tresident.
That life span of fifty-one years was
eventful. Besides spending four years as
a trapper in the Northwest during the
most exciting and dangerous period of
the fur trade, he was among the first
Americans to reach the Pacific Coast.

When Zenas Leonard was twenty-one
years old, he had a burning desire to
see the West.
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Johnny. Or may:

10 STORY WESTERN MAGAZINE

(Continued from page 65)
handled six of his and shot Lafe in the
back. Right, Mel?”

Semething in his voice must have gone
wrong. Kole vaulted out of the barber’s
chair, towels flying. “You son—" he
gasped

Johnny stood up. He rasped out, “You
forgot that Ace Prackett won not only
every cent of mine that night, but he won
my watch and my horn-handled Colt,
too!”

It sank in. Sheriff Ben Jenks had been
about to draw, but his hand stopped in
mid-air. Kole’s face was a twisted ‘mask
of fury, and his hand was slashing for his
Colt. He yanked, thumbed hammer on the
throw.

Johnny was half-paralyzed If he killed
the man, his excuse would sound thin, It
was then that he saw Close-Cut. Pete’s
hand reach out, light flashing off the open
razor.

A second or so later blood was spurting,
Kole’s six bouncing to the floor. “You've
cut me!” Kole screamed.

“Tell them, Kole!” Johnny yelled.
“Tell how you lied when you said I killed
Lafe. Tell them I couldn’t have done it.
Ace Prackett had my horn-handle gun. I
left town that night unarmed and you
know it!”

The spurting blood left Kole’s face
blanched white. He clutched his slashed
wrist, and nodded yes to Johnny’s ac-
cusation.

Suddenly the gush of blood had taken
all the fight out of him.

Ben Jenks cleared his throat. ‘“Reckon
we owe yuh an apology, Johnny.” He
scratched his head and muttered, “Easy
Johnny Tighe.”

Close-Cut Pete grinned and pumped
Johnny's hand. “You're. wrong, Ben.
Easy Johnny left town two years ago. He
won't come back, I don't believe. Meet
John Tighe!”

John Tighe grinned back at him. Maybe,
e thought. Maybe, he thought. Maybe
Easy Johnny was gone. But there was a
girl out on Big Eight that believed in Easy
she had seen in the
harum-scarum kid the makings of a2 man.
The makings of John Tighe.
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